
TEACHER’S NAME: Jeff Oliveira                                           SUBJECT AREA: General Music 
  
GRADE LEVEL: Peirce Elementary, 5th Grade                         NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 25 
  
LESSON TOPIC: World Music Celebrations - China/Chinese New Year 
  
LESSON CONTEXT: This is the third lesson of the world music celebration unit, towards the end of 
the school year.  
  
LESSON RATIONALE: Chinese New Year is an exciting celebration for many individuals of 
Chinese descent and other origins. Music is an integral part of the celebration, so it’s a natural fit for 
this unit! 
  
COMMON CORE AREA STANDARDS:  

1. MU:Pr4.2.5c Explain how context (such as social, cultural, and historical) informs 
performances.  

2. MU:Pr6.1.5a Perform music, alone or with others, with expression, technical accuracy, and 
appropriate interpretation. 

3. MU:Re7.1.5a Demonstrate and explain, citing evidence, how selected music connects to and is 
influenced by specific interests, experiences, purposes, or contexts. 

4. MU:Cn11.0.5a Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, 
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.  

 
NATIONAL STANDARDS: 

1. 1c. Sing music representing diverse genres and cultures, with expression appropriate for the 
work being performed  

2. 6b. Analyze the uses of elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and 
cultures  

3. 9c. Compare, in several cultures of the world, functions music serves, roles of musicians, and 
conditions under which music is typically performed  

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  

1. SWB introduced to China, its geography and culture. 
2. SWBAT sing “Colorful Boats” in Chinese and English languages. 
3. SWBAT identify musical characteristics of Chinese music  

 
 LANGUAGE DEMANDS: 
Zodiac - a belt of the heavens including all apparent positions of the sun, moon, and most familiar 
planets. It is divided into twelve equal divisions or signs. Astrology. 
New Year - time when the calendar “resets”. 
  
DIAGNOSTIC, FORMATIVE, AND SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS RELATED TO THIS 
LESSON:  

1. Informal: Scan room for participation, mouths moving, correct posture and breathing, listening 
for proper phonation and use of head voice, checking for art project.  



2.  Formal: direct students to repeat phrases after me, perform different parts in groups, their 
knowledge of Chinese music/culture, specific to Chinese NY. 

  
MATERIALS/RESOURCES/TECHNOLOGY: 

1. Globe or map of the world (attached) 
2. Sheet music for “Colorful Boats” (attached) 
3. Board for writing, markers/chalk etc 
4. Coloring/drawing materials 
5. Sheet music for additional songs (attached) 

  
LESSON INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES 

1. Prior to students entering class, create a “Characteristics of Chinese Music” chart on the board. 
As these come up, add to the chart. 

2. Locate China on map. Compare its size with the US, as well as its population (1.3 bil vs 306 
mil). Locate some of the main cities if possible. 

3. Discuss Chinese New Years celebration. Occurs between January 21st and February 19th. Each 
year of the calendar is named for an animal of the Chinese Zodiac (rat, ox, tiger, hare, dragon, 
serpent, horse, sheep, monkey, rooster, dog, boar). The Chinese calendar is 4.600 years old, the 
second oldest known calendar. It’s a time of great celebration, often involving fireworks and 
paper dragons being carried through the streets. Ask students if they know which animal they 
were born in, which animal this year is, when the next Chinese NY is, etc. 

4. Learn “Colorful Boats”, a song about boats decorated for New Year’s celebration. Start off 
with pentatonic scale used (D-E-G-A-B), then learn pitches. 

5. Review diction/lyrics and add to the melody. Point out that this is monophonic music. 
6. If there is time, have students draw and color the current year’s animal (rooster) with add a 

musical twist (instruments, music notes, crowing, etc).  
-and/or- 
Can also sing additional Chinese NY songs (see attached). 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Adapted from - 
Anderson, William M. and Lawrence, Joe E. Integrating Music into the Elementary Classroom. New 
York, Schirmer Cengage Learning. 2010. Print 
  
NEXT STEPS: 
Continue learning about instrumental music and instruments used in Chinese celebratory music (sheng, 
pipa, etc).  
 









 


